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Water Quality is Job #1
Making Sure Your Water is Safe to Drink Everyday
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EVERY TIME YOU TURN ON the tap 
in your home, you receive one of the 
world’s most precious commodities—

fresh, clean drinking water. At Skagit PUD, 
we are committed to providing you the safest 
and most reliable drinking water possible at an 
affordable price.

We ensure safety by 
continually monitoring 
and testing your 
water for potential 
contaminants. For 
example, the Judy 
Reservoir system 
serves 70,000 people 
in the Burlington, 
Mount Vernon and 
Sedro-Woolley areas. 
Our Water Quality 
staff collect 80 water 
samples each month 
to check for total 
coliforms and E. 
coli bacteria. Total 
coliforms include bacteria that are found in 
the soil, in water that has been influenced by 
surface water, and in human or animal waste. 
Most E. coli are harmless and actually are an 
important part of a healthy human intestinal 
tract. However, some E. coli are pathogenic, 
meaning they can cause illness, either diarrhea 
or illness outside of the intestinal tract. The 
types of E. coli that can cause diarrhea can be 
transmitted through contaminated water.

Depending on the monitoring schedule 
provided by the Washington State Department 
of Health, Skagit PUD also tests for a variety of 
other contaminants including: pesticides, lead 
and copper, disinfectant by-products, and a 
host of different chemicals.

Because Skagit PUD maintains over 600 
miles of pipeline throughout the county, 

we not only want to make sure the water 
leaving the treatment plant is safe, but we 
need to know if it’s safe all the way to the last 
customer in the distribution system. Part of our 
testing protocol is to monitor the chlorine level 
of each sample. By having a sufficient level 

of chlorine remaining 
in water after its initial 
application ensures we 
kill any bacteria that 
may enter the pipelines.

“Chemical reactions 
are still taking place 
from the moment 
the water leaves 
the treatment plant 
until it reaches your 
house,” Water Quality 
Coordinator Emilia 
Blake explained. “If 
there is a main break, 
bacteria can get in.”
 Each year, Skagit PUD 
provides its customers 

with an annual Water Quality Report to let 
them know how our water quality stacks up 
against established federal and state drinking 
water standards. We encourage you to 
review this report as it provides details about 
the source and quality of the drinking water 
delivered to your community.

To view the reports, visit http://www.
skagitpud.org/media/74519/CCR2017.pdf. 

If you wish to have 
a paper copy, you can 
print one directly from 
our website or you 
can receive a printed 
version by contacting 
our Water Quality 
department at  
(360) 848-2135.

Water Quality Technician Elaine Bisbey tests a 
water sample from one of 35 sample sites located 
throughout the Judy Reservoir system.

Enjoy ‘SPAWNtaneous’ Fun at 
Skagit River Salmon Festival 
Join us at the Skagit River Salmon 
Festival on Saturday, September 8  
at Edgewater Park in Mount Vernon. 
A family event celebrating our 
mighty Skagit River. Live music, 
great food, Kidz Zone activities, 
raptor shows, local artisans, and lots 
of fun activities for all ages. 
Come learn about our amazing 
Skagit River watershed. Discover 
ways you can enjoy and help 
protect its resources, with over 
30 environmental agencies and 
nature groups on-site. Info at 
SkagitRiverFest.org.

Ops Team Ranks High
A three-person team from Skagit 
PUD’s water treatment plant placed 
seventh out of 19 in the Top Ops 
competition held June 14 at the 
American Water Works Association’s 
Annual Conference in Las Vegas. 
Top Ops is the “college bowl” of 
the water industry. Teams compete 
against each other in a tournament 
to answer a broad range of technical 
questions and math problems.



IN SKAGIT COUNTY, we live in a beautiful, 
thriving area and water is one of our most 
important resources. We must manage 
this limited resource carefully to ensure 
there is adequate water for human needs 
and the environment.

It’s easy to take water for granted with 
our plentiful rainfall, but it’s important 
that we each do our part to use water 

wisely. Doing so not 
only benefits the 

community, but also the 
plants, animals and fish 
that depend on water 

for survival.
Most water conservation is 

simple and inexpensive—just a little 
common sense goes a long way. Please 

choose the conservation tips that work 
best for you and start saving water today!

Outdoor Conservation Tips
Outdoors is a great place to focus on 
water conservation. Landscape watering, 
whether it’s a traditional lawn, shrubs, 
or a garden, consumes the largest 
percentage of outdoor water. Thankfully, 
there is a lot you can do to cut down on 
landscaping watering. The following tips 
can help you reduce your water use and 
ensure a healthy, beautiful landscape.

Water Effectively
• Water only when needed. One inch 

of water a week, including rainfall, is 
all your lawn needs.

• Match sprinklers to the area being 
watered to avoid watering streets 
and driveways.

• Water in the early morning or 
evening to reduce evaporation.

• Install drip irrigation or soaker hoses 
in your garden 
areas. These 
provide a slow, 
steady supply of 
water to the root 
zone.

• Use watering 
timers that 
automatically 
shut-off sprinklers.

• Collect rainwater in 
a barrel and use it to water non-
edible plants. Skagit PUD makes and 
sells rain barrels for $60.

Improve Soil
• Improve your soil by adding compost. 

Compost increases the ability of soil 
to hold water.

• Apply surface 
mulch (organic 
matter) 
around plants. 
This reduces 
evaporation.

• Aerate your lawn 
annually if you 
have compacted 
soil. This allows 
water to get to 
the roots.

Plant Smart
• Use native, water-wise plants. These 

plants require less water and less care.

• Match plants to your yard conditions. 
Many plants die because they are 
planted in the wrong location.

• Group plants according to water 
needs. This makes watering much 
more efficient.

• Plant in the spring or fall when 
watering requirements are lower.

• Minimize the amount of lawn. Lawns 
require at least twice as much water 
as most plants.
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Soaker Hose Benefits 
The main advantage of a soaker hose is its ability to wet the soil evenly and 
slowly. No precious water is wasted by evaporation, and water is delivered 
directly to the roots. Soaker hose irrigation keeps the soil moist but never 
waterlogged, and the foliage remains dry. Plants are healthier and root rot 
and other water-related diseases are minimized.

Gardening with soaker hoses is convenient because the hoses remain 
stationary, which eliminates the need to drag heavy hoses every time you 
want to water.


